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Research question

Why have Southeast Asian countries 
changed their support for regional 
power trade, as it manifests in their 
position on the ASEAN Power Grid, over 
time? 

Preliminary findings

• Countries with high state capacity have 
responded to rising renewable energy 
demand by becoming more supportive of 
the ASEAN Power Grid

• Countries with lower state capacity, where 
power producers have secured lucrative 
rent-seeking opportunities, are seeking to 
protect their domestic power sector from 
the regulatory effects of the ASEAN Power 
Grid

Benefits and future impact

• Informing DFAT’s aid program as it 
expands support for the ASEAN Power 
Grid 

• Contributing to a theory of change for 
the energy transition in Southeast Asia

• Supporting Australia’s economic 
engagement and trade relations

• Crafting strategic policy to drive 
Australia’s engagement with Southeast 
Asia on the energy transition

• Building a network across Southeast Asia 
to support the institutional and market  
development that will be required for the 
energy transition

In five years

A working model
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