
Nikolai Drahos
Sir Roland Wilson scholar
Department of Climate Change, Energy, the 
Environment and Water
PhD title: Breaking ranks: business 
fragmentation over climate policy reform
The Australian National University

Research questions
• What drives support and opposition 

from emissions-intensive industries 
to climate policy?

• What can governments do to secure 
support?

Benefits and future impact

In five years
Build understanding of business 
stakeholders across the APS

Contribute to policy advice that is both 
environmentally effective and politically 
tractable

Leverage international networks to inform 
policy-making on methane emissions

Frameworks for understanding and 
anticipating business responses to 
climate policy reforms

Strategic knowledge about the political 
pathway to net zero

Policy-ready knowledge for addressing 
methane emissions

Finding: 
Company 
positions 
fragment when 
low-cost 
adjustment firms 
are under 
stakeholder 
pressure or 
regulatory threat.

Finding: Trade 
association 
positions entail 
compromise 
and gravitate 
towards a 
middle ground.

Finding: First 
generation 
climate policy 
emphasised 
silver bullets. 
Second 
generation 
involves silver 
buckshots.
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