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As the cohort grows,  
so too does their rich  
and diverse contribution 
to evidence and 
research-informed  
policy in the APS.  
Their contributions 
range from the provision 
of specialist skills and 
expertise, to the creation of new data sets and 
the use of evidence and research to inform policy 
development and implementation. 

The report contains some featured highlights, which 
illustrate how two award winning alumni – Camille 
Goodman and Nathan Deutscher – are having 
an impact with their research. However, more 
importantly it shows that all alumni are continuing to 
have an impact in different ways. 

I am proud to be the inaugural chair of the Alumni 
Advisory Group, which was established last year  
to support a strong, cohesive alumni community.  
I look forward to working with our partners – ANU, 
Charles Darwin University and the APS – to build a 
sustainable and ongoing contribution by alumni to 
evidence-informed policy in the years to come.

It gives me great pleasure to share with you the 
inaugural Alumni Impact Report.

The Sir Roland Wilson Foundation scholarship 
programs offer public servants a unique opportunity 
to deepen their knowledge and understanding of the 
key challenges facing Australia, and to contribute to 
evidence-informed public policy. 

As the cohort of scholars who have completed their 
studies and returned to the public service grows, 
the Foundation and its partners are starting to see 
the return on investment through the contribution by 
alumni within their agency and across the Australian 
Public Service (APS). 

Since 2012, the Foundation has welcomed 15 
alumni representing 10 agencies, reflecting the 
Foundations broad reach across the public service. 
Out of the 15 alumni, seven have continued their 
academic engagement as visiting fellows at The 
Australian National University (ANU). 

In 2020, the first cohort of Pat Turner scholars 
completed their studies and returned to the APS, 
with more scholars from both cohorts expected to 
graduate and become alumni over the coming year.

MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR 
ALUMNI ADVISORY GROUP
Dr Angelia Grant, PhD ‘15
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Dr Suzanne Akila, PhD ‘16
Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade

Participation and the Protection of Citizens Abroad in 
International Law.
Suzanne’s research examined how and why States protect their citizens 
abroad and the way different actors shape if, how and why to protect. 
Since returning to the public service, Suzanne has headed up several 
teams, including the International Law Section and the Sea Law and 
Antarctica Section. 

Suzanne has drawn on her expertise in international law to lead on 
Australian Government priorities including on the South China Sea, sea 
level rise in the Pacific, MH17, Iraq and Syria operations, protection of 
citizens abroad and strategic issues related to Antarctica. 

She has activated the academic network 
cultivated during her PhD to facilitate 
deep engagement between academia 
and the public service on these issues. 
Suzanne has also led the delivery of 
several regional workshops with ASEAN, 
Timor-Leste and other countries in 
the Indo-Pacific, focusing on shared 
international law issues within the region. 

She is currently Counsellor (Political) 
at the Australian High Commission in 
Papua New Guinea (2021-present).

ALUMNI PROFILES

Dr Suzanne Akila submitting her thesis
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Dr Talia Avrahamzon, PhD ‘19
Department of Social Services 

Everyday Reconciliation at School: New Celebrations and 
Ongoing Silences.
Talia’s research explored everyday reconciliation in the education system 
– the way policies, curriculum, teachers, parents and children define, 
engage with and [re]produce reconciliation in the everyday. Her research 
sought to understand whether organisations and policies that are outwardly 
committed to celebrating reconciliation, are actually contributing to increased 
understanding of Australia’s history and respect towards First Nation peoples, 
cultures, and self-determination. She included peers at schools in her 
analysis, and explored whether these organisations and policies also  
address historical and contemporary racism. 

Since returning to the APS, Talia’s organisational change 
and policy roles have drawn on her research findings into 
reconciliation, institutional racism, intercultural understanding 
and anti-racism, diversity and inclusion as well as inclusion 
of research and translation into everyday policy making. She 
is currently a researcher-in-residence in the Department 
of Social Services, leading work internally and across 
government on First Nations disability policy, with a particular 
focus on Closing the Gap and the National Disability Strategy.

She also holds a research fellowship at the Centre for 
Aboriginal Economic Policy Research, which includes 
teaching. In 2021 Talia is looking to publish a book through 
ANU Press, and has already published book chapters, 
journal articles, and presented nationally and Internationally, 
including building international collaborations on the research.

Dr Talia Avrahamzon with Dr Ken Henry AC
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Peter J Bligh, GradDipEc ‘20
Australian Institute of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Studies (AIATSIS)

Peter completed a Graduate Diploma of Economics at ANU. His studies 
focused on the foundations of economics: formal economic analysis and 
empirically testing solutions to economic and policy problems. Peter was 
motivated by an interest in combining economic subject matter expertise 
with his public sector and community experience to improve inputs, 
processes and outcomes for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples. 

Since returning to the APS in 2020, Peter has served as the Director of the 
Indigenous Country and Governance Team at AIATSIS. Here, he leads the 
Native Title Research Unit; designs research and work in areas of native 
title, traditional ownership and governance; and, provides policy advice on 
land, heritage and cultural matters to Government. 

Drawing on his studies, Peter has informed rigorous, evidence-based 
advice to Ministers and other members of parliament; helped distil and 
transmit information to and from community and Government; and guided 

and lead appropriate 
mechanisms to ensure 
inputs, processes and 
outcomes fulfil the needs 
and requirements of 
Aboriginal and Torres  
Strait Islander people. 

L to R: Peter Bligh, Steve Munns, 

Deborah Katona, Pat Turner, Craig Leon, 

Martin Dallen and Anthony Cowley.
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Martin Dallen, Master of Forestry ‘21
Department of Agriculture, Water and the Environment - Heritage Branch

Martin undertook a Master of Forestry by coursework, focusing his studies 
on building knowledge of scientific methods for identifying and measuring 
biological diversity, and using this knowledge to bridge the divide between 
environmental issues and government policy. 

Martin returned to the APS in January 2021, commencing in the Natural 
Heritage section at the Department of Agriculture, Water and the 
Environment. Here he will seek to utilise his mix of professional and 
educational experiences to support the conservation of natural heritage 
values across a number of World Heritage properties including the Wet 
Tropics, K’Gari (Fraser Island), the Australian Alps and the Coral Sea. 

Martin winning the Pat Turner (Coursework) Prize in 2019.
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Dr Owen Freestone, PhD ‘20
Department of the Treasury

Economic Inequality Over the Life Cycle in Australia.
Owen’s thesis explored the underlying economic drivers of household 
decision-making in Australia, and the implications for income tax policy 
and the social security system. His research included an empirical 
investigation of wage inequality and how labour supply responses to wage 
changes vary by age, gender and family structure in Australia. These 
questions are central to Treasury’s policy responsibilities, which spans 
taxation, macroeconomic and labour market policy. 

Owen’s research articles on wage inequality and household risk aversion 
have been published in Australia’s leading economic journal – the 
Economic Record. As part of his scholarship, Owen held a short-term 
appointment at George Washington University which allowed him to 
present his research findings on optimal tax policy to counterparts at the 
US Congressional Budget Office.  

Since returning to the APS in mid-2019, 
Owen has led Treasury’s fiscal policy 
team which has played a key role in 
formulating and assessing the economic 
policy response to COVID-19 including 
JobKeeper. 

Owen’s research insights around labour 
supply are now being used across the 
APS to formulate policies to support the 
labour market recovery in Australia. 

L to R: Dr Owen Freestone, Szabina Horvath  

and Joseph Chien in October 2015..
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Dr Nathan Deutscher, PhD ‘19
Department of the Treasury 

Intergenerational Mobility in Australia.
Nathan’s research examined intergenerational mobility in Australia – the 
extent to which economic advantage or disadvantage is passed from 
parents to children. His work was motivated by the perennial interest in 
equality of opportunity in policy debate, and an explosion in international 
research that had yet to be reflected in Australia. 

Nathan has been one of a succession of scholars to work with the 
Australia Taxation Office to build the administrative data available for 
policy research, and partnered with them to develop Australia’s first 
population-level intergenerational dataset.  His research with this data 
has been published in leading economics journals such as the American 
Economic Journal: Applied Economics.  

Since returning to Treasury, Nathan’s experience applying leading 
econometric techniques to administrative data has seen him co-author 
numerous Treasury working papers on weak wages growth, labour market 
dynamism and the effects of graduating in a recession. His work, and 

that of the team he has helped 
build within Treasury, has 
also informed the JobKeeper 
review and the response to the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

L to R: Katy Jones, Dr Marie McAuliffe, 

Dr Nathan Deutscher and Dr Camille 

Goodman in November2014.
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Nathan has been interested in conducting 
research ever since his undergraduate degree, 
and rediscovered his passion, after a number 
of years at Treasury, when he saw the Sir 
Roland Wilson scholarship program on offer. 

Nathan was a Department Liaison Officer 
for then Treasurer Wayne Swan, working on 
economic inequality at a time where there was 
a wave of research in the United States using 
tax data to look at intergenerational mobility in 
the public economic space.

Nathan was acutely aware of the topic’s 
importance in informing much of what was then 
current Australian economic policy. After some 
early discussions with the Australian Tax Officer, 
it was serendipitous that Nathan’s proposed 
research aligned well with the research vision of 
other ATO leaders, which really helped to get his 
scholarship off the ground. 

“The scholarship encourages you to be 
incredibly ambitious, which has its clear risks. 
But with return to the service built into the 
scholarship program, you don’t have to play it 
safe in your research goals. The scholarship 
encourages you to take moonshots if you can 
prove they have practical and enduring worth 
to the community and the nation.”

As a current policy practitioner, Nathan 
emphasised that in isolation, a PhD doesn’t tell 
you that any particular policy should be taken 
up or down. Rather, PhD research establishes 
a foundation for understanding the state of play 
in Australia in your respective field, so you can 
return to service with acumen and experience 
to inform the policy narrative. 

On his return to the public service, Nathan 
found significant support from his agency in 
adjusting back into his role. 

Nathan’s research explores intergenerational mobility and economic inequality 
over a person’s life course. His research has been used to inform the review of 
JobKeeper and JobSeeker, and other policy responses to the economic shocks 
from COVID-19.
The data sets which he contributed to linking and building are now highly sought 
after assets for research and policymaking.

ALUMNI IMPACT HIGHLIGHT - DR NATHAN DEUTSCHER
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“Treasury were 
terrific. I was 
picked up by 
areas that 
have access 
to amazing 
real-time data 
including 
data from the 
tumultuous year 
that was 2020.” 

“COVID-19 has really brought a focus on the 
value of this data in responding to economic 
shock, and luckily I’ve been able to draw on 
insights from my research to help with my work 
on the JobKeeper and JobSeeker review.” 

“One of the main benefits of the practical and 
academic experience is how to approach 
policy formulation with an altered, fresh 
perspective.” 

In researching for his PhD prior to the onset of 
COVID, Nathan had been looking at the effects 
on intergeneration mobility when graduating in 
a recession. 

When COVID hit, Nathan knew that his 
research had significant currency for his 
agency’s policy response, and reached for  
his drawer.

In discussing the extent to which his study 
and scholarship have contributed to his career 
goals, Nathan highlighted the value of sitting at 
the intersection of academia and policy. 

“I’d say sometimes it can be hard to not view a 
career in the APS through the traditional lens, 
but I’ve found that since returning to Treasury 
and moving to the ATO after my scholarship, 
it’s so clear how much value it adds to my 
policy work. 

“I’m extremely grateful that I can 
work half the week at the office 
and then come to ANU and work 
on my research. 
I want to bridge the two together 
as best as I possibly can, and 
also help other people carve 
out a similar experience for the 
betterment of their teams and 
agencies too.” 
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Nathan’s research has been recognised  
across the public service and internationally. 

In 2020, Nathan won the ANU Ian Castles 
Award for his outstanding contributions to 
public policy in Australia, and the Life Course 
working paper prize for best contribution to 
scholarship on children and families over the 
life course. 

Additionally, Nathan’s work has been cited 
internationally by leading academics in 
the field and he has had the opportunity to 
contribute to multiple governments and not-
for-profit conferences across Australia and 
internationally.

“It’s thrilling to be part of the conversation. In 
addition to the immediate policy impact, the 
nature of the work lends itself to further policy 
discussion in this research field.

I’m excited to be building a team in Treasury 
that’s doing this kind of work, and to be 
thinking intently about what helped me 
succeed as a researcher, to help people I  
work with achieve this too.”
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Professor Brian Schmidt AC awarding Dr Nathan Deutscher the 2020 Ian Castles Alumni Prize for achieving extraordinary success in his field,  

and making am outstanding contribution to public policy in Australia or internationally.
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Dr Angelia Grant, PhD ‘15
Department of the Treasury
Recessions and Macroeconomic Model Uncertainty.

Angelia’s research examines the causes of recessions, the assumption of 
rational expectations in macroeconomic models and model selection methods. 
Her research is motivated by wanting to understand economic shocks, model 
uncertainty and assumptions that affect macroeconomic model conclusions. 

On returning to the APS, she led several capacity-building macroeconomic 
and forecasting projects, drove a significant change in Treasury’s economic 
forecasting framework and established an academic Expert Panel on technical 
forecasting issues. During this period, Angelia also worked part-time as an 
academic and has published several papers in top peer-reviewed journals. 

Angelia was closely involved in advising the Government on the economic 
impact of the COVID-19 pandemic while working as the Principal 
Economic Adviser in the Treasurer’s Office. She is currently working at 
the International Monetary Fund as Alternate Executive Director, Asia 
and the Pacific Constituency, helping ensure stability in the international 
monetary system as global economies navigate the economic shock from 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Dr Angelia Grant receiving the Ian 

Castles Alumni Prize in 2019
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Dr Camille Goodman, PhD ‘19
Attorney-General’s Department
International Fisheries Law and Law of the Sea

Camille’s research examined the jurisdiction of coastal States over living 
resources in the 200 mile exclusive economic zone adjacent to the coast. 
Inspired by innovative and cooperative approaches to fisheries in the 
Pacific, her research clarified how States can maximise the effectiveness 
of this jurisdiction consistently with contemporary international law, and is 
being published as a book with Oxford University Press. 

After returning to the APS, Camille served in a range of corporate and 
governance roles, while continuing her academic engagement through 
publications and presentations building on her research, and as a visiting 
fellow at the ANU College of Law. 

In March 2021, she commenced as a Senior Lecturer at the Australian 
Centre for Ocean Resources and Security, drawing on both her policy  
and academic expertise to contribute to the Centre’s research, teaching, 
policy development advice and capacity building work in Australia and  
the Indo-Pacific region.

Dr Camillle Goodman,  

Dr Nathan Deutscher and  

Dr Talia Avrahamzon at the  

2020 Secretaries Dinner.



“What can coastal states do  
with their jurisdiction?”
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ALUMNI IMPACT HIGHLIGHT - DR CAMILLE GOODMAN

Camille Goodman has worked at the Attorney-
General’s Department across a wide range of 
public international law issues as a litigator and 
legal adviser since 2005. 

Specifically, Camille has worked directly on 
Australia’s legal response to international 
fisheries and maritime law and as a practitioner 
has constantly sought to understand maritime 
jurisdiction in a systemic way. 

Camille’s research journey began unofficially in 
2011 when, in traditional 21st century scholarly 
fashion, Camille etched a simple question in 
the Notes in her iPhone: 

In the years to come, Camille would see this 
question develop into internationally acclaimed 
research that would spark a new conversation 
about how to appropriately conceptualise 
international fisheries law and State maritime 
jurisdictions in the Pacific region.

“Pacific nations, when faced with the pressure 
of powerful States like China or Japan wanting 
access to rich fishing grounds, collaborate 
and collectively set their jurisdictions so as to 
prevent said countries playing them against 
each other for better yields”.

This achieves better results for every country, 
and demonstrated to me that the legal context 
for these arrangements needed further 
exploration in order for international fisheries 
law to reflect the current state of affairs.”

Camille’s research explores international fisheries law and State maritime 
jurisdiction in the Pacific region. 
Her work is internationally acclaimed by academics and practitioners alike, and 
has been cited at the International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea. 
Camille is regularly called upon to provide guidance to governments, 
academics and practitioners on legal rights in fisheries actions, and to  
conduct capacity building activities around the region.
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In discussing her inspiration for actually taking 
on a PhD, Camille found herself revisiting 
similarly unanswered questions arising in other 
work meetings, like 
• how can coastal States regulate foreign 

fishing vessels?
• and what are the jurisdictional sources to 

regulate off-shore fishing? 

To consolidate these questions, Camille 
drew inspiration from analysis of the way 
States exert their power when utilising their 
jurisdictional boundaries in a coordinated and 
collective manner. 

Situated at the forefront of Australia’s 
engagement with cases in international 
negotiations, tribunals and courts, Camille’s 
experience as a practitioner lent her great insight 
into State maritime operations, and helped her 
reimagine the conventional Law of the Sea.

“At all times throughout my PhD I was thinking 
about what advice courts and tribunals require 
in order to accurately interpret a case or 
dispute. My research was an opportunity to 
provide this advice on a larger scale.” 

The practical utility of Camille’s research 
garnered attention from a variety of sectors 
both during and after the completion of her 
scholarship. 

Notably, Camille’s work 
was cited in the Federal 
Republic of Somalia’s 
written submission to the 
International Tribunal for 
the Law of the Sea on 
a matter relating to the 
cooperative relationship 
between flag States and 
fishing vessels under the 
UN Convention of the 
Law of the Sea. 

Camille received a variety of queries from 
international academics and governments 
seeking guidance on legal rights in fisheries 
actions, as well as requests to run policy 
oriented seminars with the AGD, the Australian 
Fisheries Management Authority, and the 
Diplomatic Academy in the Department of 
Foreign Affairs and Trade.

Additionally, Camille gave guest lectures at 
ANU during her PhD and has continued to do 
so after her return to service, in an effort to 
maintain the currency of her research.

“I see myself as a ‘Pracademic’ 
- someone who can speak the 
languages of both government 
and academia.”
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For every year back in the APS after my PhD 
I aimed to publish or present at least one paper 
– articles that might explain what happened 
during a treaty negotiation and would make 
these processes more accessible and 
digestible to people who don’t understand it.” 

Camille’s ‘Pracademia’ has been recognised 
across Australia, culminating in her position 
as a researcher and lecturer at the Australian 
National Centre for Ocean Resources and 
Security (ANCHORS) at the University of 
Wollongong, Australia’s only multidisciplinary 
university-based centre dedicated to research, 
education, and training in maritime security 
and ocean law. ANCHORS projects operate 
around the region, and Camille is excited by 
the prospect of bolstering her research beyond 
her PhD. 

“There are more questions coming out of 
the PhD that I’d like to explore. I want to get 
really good at teaching the Law of the Sea, 
especially to those in government. I feel like I 
can bring unique value in teaching government 
employees from an academic perspective, as 
I already have an understanding of what their 
job is like.”

Camille is currently working on turning her 
research into a book that will be published in 
the Oxford Monographs on International Law 
series under Oxford University Press, a series 
highlighting areas of interest to the academic 
lawyer that also have important bearing on 

issues which touch the actual conduct of 
international relations. Camille pointed out that 
for Australia, as a Pacific nation, the Law of 
the Sea is of extreme importance to Australian 
interests, and to our region as a whole.

“It is a huge space to contribute to. Australia 
has always been actively engaged, but it is 
more than just an area of law. It’s a security 
asset and a diplomatic and economic tool that 
significantly impacts Australia’s relationships 
within the region. I’m looking forward to 
focussing on teaching and capacity building 
around the region, and to being able to 
consult across government with old and new 
colleagues to help build a research program 
that can fill some of the gaps.”
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Chris Moraitis PSM and 

Joahn Uhr awarding  

Dr Camille Goodman 

the 2017 Joan Uhr Prize 

for making the greatest 

contribution to public 

policy in the past year, 

particularly through 

strengthening the links 

between the Australian 

Public Service and The 

Australian National 

University. 

“The Law of the Sea is more than just an area of law. 
It’s a security asset and a diplomatic and economic tool that  
significantly impacts Australia’s relationships within the region.”
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Dr Paul Hubbard, PhD ‘19
Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet
The Nature and Performance of China’s State-owned Enterprises.

Paul studied the history and performance of different forms of state 
ownership across the Chinese economy. His research was motivated by 
the increasing value of Chinese investment in Australia, and the growing 
importance of China in the world economy. Paul has presented his 
research findings in Beijing, London and Washington DC. 

Since returning to the public service, Paul helped manage the international 
economy at the Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet, including 
attending three G20 Summits. He is currently an Assistant Secretary on the 
Deregulation Taskforce. 

In July 2018, Paul received a Secretary’s Excellence Award ‘for making an 
outstanding contribution to the Department’s critical and strategic thinking 
across disciplines.’  

Paul was appointed as an honorary visiting fellow at the Crawford School 
of Public Policy in 2020, remaining actively engaged in understanding 

the nexus between economic and security 
policy, and fostering ongoing collaboration 
between ANU and the APS. 

Dr Paul Hubbard and Dr David Gruen 
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Dr Neal Hughes, PhD ‘15
Australian Bureau of Agricultural and Resource Economics and Sciences
Water Property Rights in Rivers with Large Dams.

Neal undertook research on the design of water markets, particularly 
market mechanisms for managing major water storages. Just recently, 
this research has been used to inform the Australian Competition and 
Consumer Commission water market inquiry. Neal’s research also 
explored the application of machine learning techniques to economics. 

Since returning to the public service, Neal has led several capacity-
building projects at the Australian Bureau of Agricultural and Resource 
Economics and Sciences (ABARES), including the development of new 
economic models of Australian farms and water markets. 

Neal has also led a collaborative project with the ABS, to develop a new 
database containing information on every farm business in Australia. 

At ABARES, Neal has produced a range of research outputs and advice on 
key agricultural policy issues including the effects of drought and climate 
change on Australian farms, and water policy in the Murray-Darling Basin. 

Neal writes regularly on these issues in The 
Conversation and speaks at ABARES Outlook 
and other professional conferences.

L to R: Nerida Hunter, Joan Uhr, Dr Angelia Grant, Jenny Chang, 

Dr Rick Zentelis, Dr Talia Avrahamzon, Dr Michael McKenzie, 

Dr Suzanne Akila, Dr Paul Hubbard, Agnieszka Nelson, Eliza 

Murray, Dr Neal Hughes and Lauren Bartsch in July 2014.
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Dr Nerida Hunter, PhD ‘15
Department of Social Services

Geodemographic and Life Course Perspectives of 
Population Ageing in Australia: Informing the Policy 
Response to Population Ageing.
Nerida began her training in demography in 2010 at the University of 
California and subsequently joined ANU to complete her PhD as a Sir 
Roland Wilson scholar. Her PhD undertook applied demographic research 
of Australia’s aged and ageing population. 

Nerida extensively modelled Australia’s aged population – examining 
demographic and spatial trends, including life span analysis at older ages. 
She has thought deeply about the design of Australia’s policy settings for 
the aged and an ageing Australia. 

Nerida returned to the APS in 2015, initially at the Department of the 
Prime Minister and Cabinet, and was appointed to the Senior Executive 
Service in 2016. 

Nerida has worked in the 
Department of Social Services 
since 2016 implementing the 
National Disability Insurance 
Scheme and, more recently, as 
the Branch Manager of Family 
Payments and Payment Support. 

L to R: Dr Nerida Hunter, Dr Neal Hughes,  

Dr Suzanne Akila, Jenny Chang and  

Dr Angelia Grant.in July 2014
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Dr Marie McAuliffe, PhD ‘17
International Organization for Migration

Self-Agency and Asylum
Marie’s research examined the self-agency of Hazara refugees who 
engaged in irregular maritime migration from West Asia to Australia. 
Her research was motivated by an interest in better understanding the 
migration patterns and processes of refugees with a long history of 
migration and displacement within West Asia. In 2018, she was awarded 
the Charles Price prize for outstanding doctoral research in demography 
for her thesis. 

She has published and edited extensively in academic and policy 
spheres on international migration, serving on the editorial boards of 
scientific journals Migration Studies and International Migration, and 
is an associate editor of the Harvard Data Science Review. Marie 
maintains visiting scholar positions at ANU School of Demography, and 
the Global Migration Centre at the Graduate Institute for International 
and Development Studies (Geneva). 

Marie serves as a senior official 
in the UN system as the head of 
the Migration Research Division 
and editor of the flagship World 
Migration Report in the International 
Organization for Migration, Geneva. 
She leads migration research 
and analysis initiatives with a 
wide range of partners, including 
the World Economic Forum, 
MIT Technology Review and the 
International Union for the Scientific 
Study of Populations, as well as 
several universities.

Dr Marie McAuliffe speaking at 

the United Nations in New York to 

launch the World Migration Report 

in December 2017.
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Dr Michael McKenzie, PhD ‘16
Attorney-General’s Department

International Criminal Justice Cooperation
Michael’s research examined the conditions that promote criminal justice 
cooperation between Australia and Indonesia. His research was motivated 
by an interest in improving Australia’s security relationship with Indonesia 
and other regional partners. 

In 2018, he published a book based on the research with Oxford University 
Press. He has also published academic and policy papers on transnational 
policing and international cooperation, and maintains a visiting scholar 
position at the School of Regulation and Global Governance at ANU. 

Since returning to the public service, Michael has served as Counsellor 
(Legal) at the Australian Embassy in Indonesia (2016-2019) and Minister-
Counsellor (Legal) at the Australian High Commission in Papua New 
Guinea (2019-present). 

Drawing on his research findings, Michael has managed Australia’s legal 
engagement with these two important neighbours, including supporting 

the reform and implementation of terrorism 
and transnational crime laws in the region. 

L to R: Agnieszka Nelson, Eliza Murray, 

Dr Michael McKenzie and Shane 

Johnson in May 2013.
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Dr Rick Zentelis, PhD ‘17
Department of Agriculture, Water and the Environment - Heritage Branch

Bombing for Biodiversity
Rick’s research developed a land management model for military training 
areas (MTAs). The model increases the military training value of these 
areas while also increasing their environmental values and reducing 
management costs. 

Between 2018 and 2020 Rick was based in Geneva, Switzerland where 
he was Australia’s on-ground lead on international chemical management 
negotiations. During this time he also worked with both NATO and the US 
Army Europe implementing parts of his model. Rick’s research is being 
used to inform the design and management of European MTAs.

Rick is also working on a book with David Lindenmayer to guide the 
management of MTAs. As part of his research Rick published seven 
papers in high ranking journals, and is a guest lecturer and visiting fellow  
with the Fenner School of Environment and Society at ANU.  

Since returning from Geneva, 
Rick heads up the Governance, 
Research and Data section of the 
Environment Protection Division, 
being the Division’s liaison point 
with the Minister and Assistant 
Minister’s offices. 

L to R: Dr Rick Zentelis, Dr Talia Avrahamzon  

and Dr Paul Hubbard in July 2014.
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L to R: Tess McGirr, Dr Nathan Deutscher, Eliza Murray, Christiane Gerblinger, Dr Camille Goodman, Dr Rick Zentelis, Martine Cosgrove, 
Szabina Horvath, Helen Benassi, Dr Paul Hubbard, Dr Suzanne Akila. November 2016

L to R: Nerida Hunter, Dr Angelia Grant, Jenny Chang, Dr Rick Zentelis, Dr Talia Avrahamzon, Dr Michael McKenzie, Dr Suzanne Akila,  
Dr Paul Hubbard, Agnieszka Nelson, Eliza Murray, Dr Neal Hughes. July 2014.
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Right - L to R: Dr Talia Avrahamzon, 

Dr Nathan Deutscher, Professor  

Bruce Chapman, Joseph Chien, 

Martine Cosgrove, Christiane 

Gerblinger, Tess McGirr.

Below - L to R:  Jenny Chang,  

Dr Neal Hughes, Dr Angelia Grant,  

Dr Nerida Hunter, Dr Suzanne Akila.
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